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The primary reason for this checklist is to answer the question, “How many fish species occur in
Monterey Bay National Marine Sanctuary (MBNMS or sanctuary)?” One cannot answer that
question without first answering the question “What fish species are known to occur in
MBNMS?” It was our mission to compile a defendable list of fishes known to occur within the
sanctuary. To do that, we consulted numerous sources including: regional guidebooks, local
experts, pertinent literature, recent field surveys, and most importantly catalogued ichthyology
collections (see list at end). Rare or uncommon fishes were only included where there was well-
documented basis (i.e., specimens were collected and catalogued, and/or information was
verified by taxonomic expert). The checklist is a simple one: a taxonomic checklist of fishes
(any life history stage) known to occur in MBNMS. The present list includes 525 fish species.

The checklist is organized in taxonomic order following Nelson 2006 (Fishes of the World);
species names are alphabetized within family. Common names follow Page et al. 2013

(Common and Scientific Names of Fishes), except where noted.

This list will be periodically updated when new information becomes available.



Class

Order
Family
Species Common Name
Myxini

Myxiniformes
Myxinidae (hagfishes)
Eptatretus deani Hagfish, Black
Eptatretus stoutii Hagfish, Pacific

Petromyzontida

Petromyzontiformes

Petromyzonidae (lampreys)
Entosphenus tridentatus Lamprey, Pacific

Lampetra ayresii Lamprey, Western River

Chondrichthyes

Chimaeriformes
Chimaeridae (shortnose chimaeras)

Hydrolagus colliei Ratfish, Spotted

Hydrolagus trolli Chimaera, Pointy-nosed Blue
Heterodontidae (horn sharks)

Heterodontus francisci Shark, Horn

Lamniformes
Alopiidae (thresher sharks)

Alopias vulpinus Shark, Common Thresher
Cetorhinidae (basking sharks)
Cetorhinus maximus Shark, Basking

Lamnidae (mackerel sharks)
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Carcharhiniformes
Scyliorhinidae (cat sharks)

Carcharodon carcharias
Isurus oxyrinchus
Lamna ditropis

Apristurus brunneus
Apristurus kampae
Cephaloscyllium ventriosum
Parmaturus xaniurus

Triakidae (hound sharks)

Galeorhinus galeus
Mustelus californicus
Mustelus henlei
Triakis semifasciata

Shark, White
Shark, Shortfin Mako
Shark, Salmon

Shark, Brown Cat
Shark, Longnose Cat
Shark, Swell

Shark, Filetail Cat

Tope

Smoothhound, Grey
Smoothhound, Brown
Shark, Leopard

Carcharhinidae (requiem sharks)
Prionace glauca Shark, Blue
Hexanchiformes
Hexanchidae (cow sharks)
Hexanchus griseus Shark, Bluntnose Sixgill
Notorynchus cepedianus Shark, Broadnose Sevengill

Squaliformes
Echinorhinidae (bramble sharks)

Echinorhinus cookei Shark, Prickly
Squalidae (dogfish sharks)

Squalus suckleyi Dogfish, Pacific Spiny
Somniosidae (sleeper sharks)

Somniosus pacificus Shark, Pacific Sleeper
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Squatiniformes

Torpediniformes
Torpedinidae (torpedo electric rays)

Squatinidae (angel sharks)
Squatina californica

Torpedo californica

Rhinobatidae (guitarfishes)

Rhinobatos productus

Rajidae (skates)
Amblyraja badia

Bathyraja abyssicola

Bathyraja interrupta

Bathyraja spinosissima

Bathyraja trachura

Beringraja binoculata

Raja inornata

Raja rhina

Raja stellulata
Platyrhinidae (thornbacks)

Platyrhinoidis triseriata
Myliobatiformes

Urotrygonidae (round stingrays)
Urobatis halleri
Dasyatidae (whiptail stingrays)

Pteroplatytrygon violacea

Myliobatididae (eagle rays)

Shark, Pacific Angel

Ray, Pacific Electric

Guitarfish, Shovelnose

Skate, Broad
Skate, Deepsea
Skate, Sandpaper
Skate, Pacific White
Skate, Roughtail
Skate, Big

Skate, California
Skate, Longnose
Skate, Starry

Thornback

Stingray, Round

Stingray, Pelagic

Myliobatis californica Ray, Bat
Actinopterygii
Acipenseriformes
Acipenseridae (sturgeons)

Acipenser medirostris Sturgeon, Green

Acipenser transmontanus Sturgeon, White
Albulidae (bonefishes)

Albula gilberti Bonefish, Cortez
Halosauridae (halosaurs)

Aldrovandia cf. oleosa Halosaur ?
Notacanthidae (deep-sea spiny eels)

Notacanthus chemnitzi Spiny Eel, Snubnosed

Anguilliformes
Ophichthidae (snake eels)
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Ophichthus triserialis
Ophichthus zophochir

Nemichthyidae (snipe eels)

Avocettina infans
Nemichthys scolopaceus

Nettastomatidae (duckbill eels)

Facciolella equatorialis
Venefica tentaculata

Snake Eel, Pacific
Snake Eel, Yellow

Snipe Eel, Blackline
Snipe Eel, Slender

Witch Eel, Dogface
Witch Eel, Longnose

Serrivomeridae (sawtooth eels)
Serrivomer sector Sawtooth Eel

Saccopharyngiformes
Cyematidae (bobtail eels)
Cyema atrum Bobitail Eel
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Saccopharyngidae (whiptail gulpers)
Saccopharynx lavenbergi
Eurypharyngidae (gulpers)
Eurypharynx pelecanoides
Clupeiformes
Engraulidae (anchovies)
Engraulis mordax
Clupeidae (herrings)
Alosa sapidissima
Clupea pallasii
Dorosoma petenense
Etrumeus teres
Sardinops sagax
Argentiniformes
Argentinidae (argentines)
Argentina sialis
Opisthoproctidae (spookfishes)
Bathylychnops exilis
Dolichopteryx longipes
Macropinna miscrostoma
Microstomatidae (pencilsmelts)
Bathylagoides wesethi
Bathylagus pacificus
Leuroglossus stilbius
Lipolagus ochotensis
Microstoma microstoma
Nansenia candida
Pseudobathylagus milleri
Platytroctidae (tubeshoulders)
Holtbyrnia latifrons
Sagamichthys abei
Alepocephalidae (slickheads)
Alepocephalus tenebrosus
Talismania bifurcata
Osmeriformes

Gulper, Whiptail

Gulper, Umbrellamouth

Anchovy, Northern

Shad, American
Herring, Pacific
Shad, Threadfin
Herring, Round
Sardine, Pacific

Argentine, Pacific

Spookfish, Javelin
Spookfish, Brownsnout
Barreleye

Blacksmelt, Snubnose
Blacksmelt, Pacific
Smoothtongue, California
Blacksmelt, Popeye
Pencilsmelt, Dusky
Argentine, Bluethroat
Blacksmelt, Robust

Tubeshoulder, Teardrop
Tubeshoulder, Shining

Slickhead, California
Slickhead, Threadfin

Osmeridae (smelts)
Allosmerus elongatus
Hypomesus pretiosus
Spirinchus starksi
Spirinchus thaleichthys
Thaleichthys pacificus

Salmoniformes

Salmonidae (trouts and salmons)
Oncorhynchus gorbuscha
Oncorhynchus keta
Oncorhynchus kisutch
Oncorhynchus mykiss
Oncorhynchus nerka
Oncorhynchus tshawytscha

Stomiiformes

Gonostomatidae (bristlemouths)
Cyclothone acclinidens
Cyclothone atraria
Cyclothone pallida
Cyclothone pseudopallida

Smelt, Whitebait
Smelt, Surf
Smelt, Night
Smelt, Longfin
Eulachon

Salmon, Pink

Salmon, Chum

Salmon, Coho

Rainbow Trout (Steelhead)
Salmon, Sockeye

Salmon, Chinook

Bristlemouth, Benttooth
Bristlemouth, Black
Bristlemouth, Tan
Bristlemouth, Phantom
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Aulopiformes

Synodontidae (lizardfishes)

Cyclothone signata
Diplophos taenia
Gonostoma atlanticum
Gonostoma elongatum

Sternoptychidae (marine hatchetfishes)

Argyropelecus affinis
Argyropelecus hemigymnus
Argyropelecus sladeni
Danaphos oculatus
Sternoptyx diaphana
Sternoptyx obscura
Sternoptyx pseudobscura

Phosichthyidae (lightfishes)

Ichthyococcus elongatus
Ichthyococcus irregularis
Vinciguerria lucetia

Stomiidae (dragonfishes)

Aristostomias scintillans
Bathophilus flemingi
Chauliodus macouni
Idiacanthus antrostomus
Malacosteus niger
Opostomias mitsuii
Photonectes margarita
Stomias atriventer
Tactostoma macropus

Bathysaurus mollis
Synodus lucioceps

Notosudidae (waryfishes)

Scopelosaurus harryi

Scopelarchidae (pearleyes)

Benthalbella dentata

Alepisauridae (lancetfishes)

Alepisaurus ferox

Anotopterus nikparini
Arctozenus risso
Lestidiops ringens
Lestidiops sphyraenopsis
Magnisudis atlantica
Stemonosudis macrura

Scopelengys tristis

Myctophidae (lanternfishes)

Ceratoscopelus townsendi
Diaphus theta
Diogenichthys atlanticus
Electrona risso

Hygophum reinhardti
Lampadena urophaos
Lampanyctus steinbecki
Lampanyctus tenuiformis

Bristlemouth, Showy
Bristlemouth
Fangjaw, Atlantic
Fangjaw, Elongate

Hatchetfish, Slender
Hatchetfish, Spurred
Hatchetfish, Lowcrest’
Bottlelight

Hatchetfish, Longspine
Hatchetfish, Dusky
Hatchetfish, Highlight

Lightfish, Slim
Lightfish, Bulldog
Lightfish, Panama

Loosejaw, Shining
Dragonfish, Highfin
Viperfish, Pacific
Blackdragon, Pacific
Loosejaw, Shortnose
Dragonfish, Pitgum
Dragonfish, Sooty
Dragonfish, Blackbelly
Dragonfish, Longfin

Lizardfish, Highfin
Lizardfish, California
Waryfish, Scaly
Pearleye, Northern

Lancetfish, Longnose

Paralepididae (barracudinas and daggertooths)

Daggertooth, North Pacific
Barracudina, White
Barracudina, Slender
Barracudina, Smalleye'
Barracudina, Duckbill
Barracudina, Sharpchin

Myctophiformes

Neoscopelidae (blackchins)

Blackchin, Pacific

Lampfish, Dogtooth
Headlightfish, California
Lanternfish, Longfin
Flashlightfish, Chubby
Lanternfish, Broadhead
Lampfish, Sunbeam
Lampfish, Longfin
Lanternfish, Slender
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Loweina rara

Myctophum nitidulum
Nannobrachium regale
Nannobrachium ritteri
Notoscopelus resplendens
Parvilux ingens
Protomyctophum crockeri
Protomyctophum thomsoni
Stenobrachius leucopsarus

Symbolophorus californiensis
Taaningichthys paurolychnus

Tarletonbeania crenularis
Triphoturus mexicanus

Lanternfish, Dwarf
Lanternfish, Pearly
Lampfish, Pinpoint
Lampfish, Broadfin
Lampfish, Patchwork
Lampfish, Giant
Flashlightfish, California
Lanternfish, Bigeye
Lampfish, Northern
Lanternfish, California’
Lampfish, Dimlight
Lanternfish, Blue
Lampfish, Mexican

Lampridiformes

Gadiformes

Lamprididae (opahs)
Lampris guttatus
Stylephoridae (tube-eyes)
Stylephorus chordatus
Lophotidae (crestfishes)
Lophotus capellei
Trachipteridae (ribbonfishes)
Desmodema lorum
Trachipterus altivelis

Macrouridae (grenadiers)
Albatrossia pectoralis
Coelorinchus scaphopsis
Coryphaenoides acrolepis
Coryphaenoides armatus
Coryphaenoides cinereus
Coryphaenoides filifer
Coryphaenoides leptolepis
Coryphaenoides longifilis
Malacocephalus laevis
Nezumia liolepis
Nezumia stelgidolepis
Moridae (codlings)
Antimora microlepis
Halargyreus johnsonii
Physiculus rastrelliger
Melanonidae (pelagic cods)
Melanonus zugmayeri
Merlucciidae (merlucciid hakes)
Merluccius productus
Gadidae (cods)
Gadus chalcogrammus
Gadus macrocephalus
Microgadus proximus

Ophidiiformes

Ophidiidae (cusk-eels)
Chilara taylori
Lamprogrammus niger
Spectrunculus grandis
Bythitidae (viviparous brotulas)
Brosmophycis marginata

Opah
Tube-eye
Crestfish, North Pacific

Ribbonfish, Whiptail
King-of-the-salmon

Grenadier, Giant
Grenadier, Shoulderspot
Grenadier, Pacific
Grenadier, Abyssal
Grenadier, Popeye
Grenadier, Threadfin'
Grenadier, Ghostly
Grenadier, Longfin
Grenadier, Softhead
Grenadier, Smooth
Grenadier, California

Pacific Flatnose

Codling, Slender
Codling, Hundred-fathom
Arrowtail

Hake, Pacific

Pollock, Walleye

Cod, Pacific
Tomcod, Pacific

Cusk-eel, Spotted
Cusk-eel, Paperbone
Cusk-eel, Giant

Brotula, Red
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Cataetyx rubrirostris Brotula, Rubynose
Batrachoidiformes
Batrachoididae (toadfishes)
Porichthys notatus Midshipman, Plainfin

Lophiiformes
Lophiidae (goosefishes)

Lophiodes spilurus Goosefish, Threadfin
Chaunacidae (gapers)

Chaunacops coloratus Sea Toad, Deep
Melanocetidae (blackdevils)

Melanocetus johnsonii Blackdevil
Himantolophidae (footballfishes)

Himantolophus nigricornis Footballfish

Himantolophus sagamius Footballfish, Pacific
Oneirodidae (dreamers)

Chaenophryne longiceps Dreamer

Chaenophyne melanorhabdus Dreamer, Smooth
Ceratiidae (seadevils)

Cryptopsaras couesii Seadevil, Triplewart
Mugilidae (mullets)
Mugil cephalus Mullet, Striped

Atheriniformes
Atherinopsidae (New World silversides)

Atherinops affinis Topsmelt
Atherinopsis californiensis Jacksmelt
Leuresthes tenuis Grunion, California

Beloniformes
Exocoetidae (flyingfishes)
Cheilopogon pinnatibarbatus Flyingfish, Smallhead
Belonidae (needlefishes)

Strongylura exilis Needlefish, California
Scomberesocidae (sauries)

Cololabis saira Saury, Pacific
Melamphaidae (bigscales)

Melamphaes lugubris Bigscale, Highsnout

Poromitra crassiceps Bigscale, Crested

Scopelogadus bispinosus Bigscale, Twospine
Anoplogastridae (fangtooths)

Anoplogaster cornuta Fangtooth, Longhorn

Zeiformes

Oreosomatidae (oreos)

Allocyttus folletti Oreo, Oxeye
Zeidae (dories)

Zenopsis nebulosa Dory, Mirror
Aulorhynchidae (tubesnouts)

Aulorhynchus flavidus Tubesnout
Gasterosteidae (sticklebacks)

Gasterosteus aculeatus Stickleback, Threespine
Syngnathidae (pipefishes)

Cosmocampus arctus Pipefish, Snubnose

Syngnathus californiensis Pipefish, Kelp
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Scorpaeniformes
Scorpaenidae (scorpionfishes)

Syngnathus exilis
Syngnathus leptorhynchus

Scorpaena guttata
Sebastes alutus
Sebastes atrovirens
Sebastes auriculatus
Sebastes aurora
Sebastes babcocki
Sebastes borealis
Sebastes brevispinis
Sebastes carnatus
Sebastes caurinus
Sebastes chlorostictus
Sebastes chrysomelas
Sebastes constellatus
Sebastes crameri
Sebastes dallii
Sebastes diploproa
Sebastes elongatus
Sebastes ensifer
Sebastes entomelas
Sebastes eos
Sebastes flavidus
Sebastes gilli
Sebastes goodei
Sebastes helvomaculatus
Sebastes hopkinsi
Sebastes jordani
Sebastes levis
Sebastes macdonaldi
Sebastes maliger
Sebastes melanops
Sebastes melanostichtus
Sebastes melanostomus
Sebastes miniatus
Sebastes mystinus
Sebastes nebulosus
Sebastes nigrocinctus
Sebastes ovalis
Sebastes paucispinis
Sebastes phillipsi
Sebastes pinniger
Sebastes proriger
Sebastes rastrelliger
Sebastes rosaceus
Sebastes rosenblatti
Sebastes ruberrimus
Sebastes rubrivinctus
Sebastes rufus
Sebastes saxicola
Sebastes semicinctus
Sebastes serranoides
Sebastes serriceps

Pipefish, Barcheek
Pipefish, Bay

Scorpionfish, California
Pacific Ocean Perch
Rockfish, Kelp
Rockfish, Brown
Rockfish, Aurora
Rockfish, Redbanded
Rockfish, Shortraker
Rockfish, Silvergray
Rockfish, Gopher
Rockfish, Copper
Rockfish, Greenspotted
Rockfish, Black-and-yellow
Rockfish, Starry
Rockfish, Darkblotched
Rockfish, Calico
Rockfish, Splitnose
Rockfish, Greenstriped
Rockfish, Swordspine
Rockfish, Widow
Rockfish, Pink
Rockfish, Yellowtalil
Rockfish, Bronzespotted
Chilipepper

Rockfish, Rosethorn
Rockfish, Squarespot
Rockfish, Shortbelly
Cowcod

Rockfish, Mexican
Rockfish, Quillback
Rockfish, Black
Rockfish, Blackspotted
Rockfish, Blackgill
Rockfish, Vermilion
Rockfish, Blue
Rockfish, China
Rockfish, Tiger
Rockfish, Speckled
Bocaccio

Rockfish, Chameleon
Rockfish, Canary
Rockfish, Redstripe
Rockfish, Grass
Rockfish, Rosy
Rockfish, Greenblotched
Rockfish, Yelloweye
Rockfish, Flag
Rockfish, Bank
Rockfish, Stripetail
Rockfish, Halfbanded
Rockfish, Olive
Treefish



258 Sebastes simulator Rockfish, Pinkrose

259 Sebastes umbrosus Rockfish, Honeycomb

260 Sebastes wilsoni Rockfish, Pigmy

261 Sebastes zacentrus Rockfish, Sharpchin

262 Sebastolobus alascanus Thornyhead, Shortspine

263 Sebastolobus altivelis Thornyhead, Longspine
Triglidae (searobins)

264 Prionotus stephanophrys Searobin, Lumptail

Anoplopomatidae (sablefishes)

265 Anoplopoma fimbria Sablefish

266 Erilepis zonifer Skilfish
Hexagrammidae (greenlings)

267 Hexagrammos decagrammus  Greenling, Kelp

268 Hexagrammos lagocephalus Greenling, Rock

269 Ophiodon elongatus Lingcod

270 Oxylebius pictus Greenling, Painted

271 Pleurogrammus monopterygius Atka Mackerel

272 Zaniolepis frenata Combfish, Shortspine

273 Zaniolepis latipinnis Combfish, Longspine
Rhamphocottidae (grunt sculpins)

274 Rhamphocottus richardsonii Sculpin, Grunt
Cottidae (sculpins)

275 Artedius corallinus Sculpin, Coralline

276 Artedius fenestralis Sculpin, Padded

277 Artedius harringtoni Sculpin, Scalyhead

278 Artedius lateralis Sculpin, Smoothhead

279 Artedius notospilotus Sculpin, Bonyhead

280 Ascelichthys rhodorus Sculpin, Rosylip

281 Chitonotus pugetensis Sculpin, Roughback

282 Clinocottus acuticeps Sculpin, Sharpnose

283 Clinocottus analis Sculpin, Woolly

284 Clinocottus embryum Sculpin, Calico

285 Clinocottus globiceps Sculpin, Mosshead

286 Clinocottus recalvus Sculpin, Bald

287 Enophrys bison Sculpin, Buffalo

288 Enophrys taurina Sculpin, Bull

289 Hemilepidotus hemilepidotus Irish Lord, Red

290 Hemilepidotus spinosus Irish Lord, Brown

291 Icelinus burchami Sculpin, Dusky

292 Icelinus cavifrons Sculpin, Pit-head

293 Icelinus filamentosus Sculpin, Threadfin

294 Icelinus fimbriatus Sculpin, Fringed

295 Icelinus oculatus Sculpin, Frogmouth

296 Icelinus quadriseriatus Sculpin, Yellowchin

297 Icelinus tenuis Sculpin, Spotfiin

298 Jordania zonope Sculpin, Longfin

299 Leptocottus armatus Sculpin, Pacific Staghorn

300 Oligocottus maculosus Sculpin, Tidepool

301 Oligocottus rimensis Sculpin, Saddleback

302 Oligocottus rubellio Sculpin, Rosy

303 Oligocottus snyderi Sculpin, Fluffy

304 Orthonopias triacis Sculpin, Snubnose

305 Paricelinus hopliticus Sculpin, Thornback

306 Radulinus asprellus Sculpin, Slim

307 Radulinus boleoides Sculpin, Darter
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Perciformes

Ruscarius creaseri
Scorpaenichthys marmoratus
Synchirus gilli

Zesticelus profundorum

Hemitripteridae (searavens)

Blepsias cirrhosus
Nautichthys oculofasciatus

Agonidae (poachers)

Agonopsis sterletus
Agonopsis vulsa
Bathyagonus pentacanthus
Bothragonus swanii
Chesnonia verrucosa
Hypsagonus mozinoi
Odontopyxis trispinosa
Stellerina xyosterna
Xeneretmus latifrons
Xeneretmus leiops
Xeneretmus triacanthus

Psychrolutidae (fathead sculpins)

Psychrolutes phrictus

Liparidae (snailfishes)

Careproctus filamentosus
Careproctus gilberti
Careproctus longifilis
Careproctus melanurus
Careproctus ovigerus
Elassodiscus caudatus
Liparis florae

Liparis fucensis

Liparis mucosus
Liparis pulchellus
Lipariscus nanus
Nectoliparis pelagicus
Osteodiscus cascadiae
Paraliparis albescens
Paraliparis cephalus
Paraliparis dactylosus
Paraliparis deani
Paraliparis mento
Paraliparis pectoralis
Paraliparis rosaceus
Paraliparis ulochir
Rhinoliparis attenuatus
Rhinoliparis barbulifer

Moronidae (temperate basses)

Morone saxatilis

Polyprionidae (wreckfishes)

Stereolepis gigas

Epinephelidae (groupers)

Hyporthodus niphobles
Mycteroperca xenarcha

Serranidae (sea basses and groupers)

Paralabrax clathratus

10

Sculpin, Roughcheek
Cabezon

Sculpin, Manacled
Sculpin, Flabby

Sculpin, Silverspotted
Sculpin, Sailfin

Poacher, Southern Spearnose
Poacher, Northern Spearnose
Poacher, Bigeye

Rockhead

Poacher, Warty

Poacher, Kelp

Poacher, Pygmy

Poacher, Pricklebreast
Poacher, Blacktip

Poacher, Smootheye
Poacher, Bluespotted

Sculpin, Blob

Snailfish 2

Snailfish, Smalldisk
Snailfish, Threadfin
Snailfish, Blacktail
Snailfish, Abyssal
Snailfish, Humpback
Snailfish, Tidepool
Snailfish, Slipskin
Snailfish, Slimy
Snailfish, Showy
Snailfish, Pygmy
Snailfish, Tadpole
Snailfish, Bonydisk
Snailfish, Phantom
Snailfish, Swellhead
Snailfish, Polydactyl
Snailfish, Prickly
Snailfish, Bulldog
Snailfish, Pectoral
Snailfish, Rosy
Snailfish, Broadfin
Snailfish, Slim
Snailfish, Longnose

Bass, Striped

Bass, Giant Sea

Grouper, Star-studded
Grouper, Broomtail

Bass, Kelp
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Paralabrax maculatofasciatus

Paralabrax nebulifer
Priacanthidae (bigeyes)
Pristigenys serrula
Malacanthidae (tilefishes)
Caulolatilus princeps
Coryphaenidae (dolphinfishes)
Coryphaena hippurus
Echeneidae (remoras)
Remora australis
Remora remora
Carangidae (jacks)
Caranx caballus
Decapterus muroadsi
Naucrates ductor
Seriola lalandi
Trachurus symmetricus
Bramidae (pomfrets)
Brama japonica
Pteraclis aesticola
Caristiidae (manefishes)
Caristius macropus
Haemulidae (grunts)
Haemulon californiensis
Polynemidae (threadfins)
Polydactylus approximans
Sciaenidae (drums and croakers)
Atractoscion nobilis
Genyonemus lineatus
Seriphus politus
Kyphosidae (sea chubs)
Girella nigricans
Hermosilla azurea
Medialuna californiensis
Pentacerotidae (armorheads)
Pseudopentaceros wheeleri
Embiotocidae (surfperches)
Amphistichus argenteus
Amphistichus koelzi
Amphistichus rhodoterus
Brachyistius frenatus
Cymatogaster aggregata
Damalichthys vacca
Embiotoca jacksoni
Embiotoca lateralis
Hyperprosopon anale
Hyperprosopon argenteum
Hyperprosopon ellipticum
Hypsurus caryi
Micrometrus aurora
Micrometrus minimus
Phanerodon atripes
Phanerodon furcatus
Rhacochilus toxotes
Zalembius rosaceus

1"

Bass, Spotted Sand
Bass, Barred Sand

Catalufa, Popeye
Whitefish, Ocean
Dolphinfish

Whalesucker
Remora

Jack, Green

Scad, Amberstripe
Pilotfish

Yellowtail Jack
Mackerel, Jack

Pomfret, Pacific
Fanfish, Pacific

Manefish, Bigmouth
Salema
Bobo, Blue

White Seabass
Croaker, White
Queenfish

Opaleye
Zebraperch
Halfmoon

Armorhead, North Pacific

Surfperch, Barred
Surfperch, Calico
Surfperch, Redtail
Perch, Kelp

Perch, Shiner
Perch, Pile

Perch, Black
Seaperch, Striped
Surfperch, Spotfin
Surfperch, Walleye
Surfperch, Silver
Seaperch, Rainbow
Perch, Reef

Perch, Dwarf
Seaperch, Sharpnose
Seaperch, White
Seaperch, Rubberlip
Seaperch, Pink



396
397

398
399

400
401

402
403
404
405
406
407
408
409
410
411
412
413
414
415
416
417
418
419
420
421
422
423
424
425

426
427
428
429
430
431
432
433
434
435
436
437
438

439
440
441
442
443
444

Pomacentridae (damselfishes)
Chromis punctipinnis
Hypsypops rubicundus
Labridae (wrasses)
Oxyjulis californica
Semicossyphus pulcher
Bathymasteridae (ronquils)
Rathbunella alleni
Ronaquilus jordani
Zoarcidae (eelpouts)
Bothrocara brunneum
Bothrocara molle
Embryx crotalinus
Eucryphycus californicus
Lycenchelys callista
Lycenchelys camchatica
Lycenchelys jordani
Lycenchelys micropora
Lycenchelys monstrosa
Lycodapus dermatinus
Lycodapus endemoscotus
Lycodapus fierasfer
Lycodapus mandibularis
Lycodapus pachysoma
Lycodapus psarostomatus
Lycodes cortezianus
Lycodes diapterus
Lycodes pacificus
Lyconema barbatum
Melanostigma pammelas
Pachycara bulbiceps
Pachycara gymninium
Pachycara karenae
Pachycara lepinium
Stichaeidae (pricklebacks)
Anoplarchus purpurescens
Cebidichthys violaceus
Chirolophis nugator
Ernogrammus walkeri
Esselenichthys carli
Esselenichthys laurae
Kasatkia seigeli
Phytichthys chirus
Plagiogrammus hopkinsii
Plectobranchus evides
Poroclinus rothrocki
Xiphister atropurpureus
Xiphister mucosus
Pholidae (gunnels)
Apodichthys flavidus
Apodichthys fucorum
Pholis clemensi
Pholis ornata
Pholis schultzi
Ulvicola sanctaerosae
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Blacksmith
Garibaldi

Sefiorita
Sheephead, California

Ronquil, Stripefin
Ronquil, Northern

Eelpout, Twoline
Eelpout, Soft

Eelpout, Flatcheek
Eelpout, Persimmon
Eelpout®

Eelpout, Kamchatka
Eelpout, Shortjaw
Eelpout, Manytoothed
Eelpout®

Eelpout, Looseskin
Eelpout, Deepwater
Eelpout, Blackmouth
Eelpout, Pallid
Eelpout, Stout Slipskin
Eelpout, Specklemouth
Eelpout, Bigfin
Eelpout, Black
Eelpout, Blackbelly
Eelpout, Bearded
Eelpout, Midwater
Eelpout, Snubnose
Eelpout, Nakednape
Eelpout®

Eelpout, Tough

Cockscomb, High
Prickleback, Monkeyface
Warbonnet, Mosshead
Prickleback, Masked
Prickleback, Threeline
Prickleback, Twoline
Prickleback, Sixspot
Prickleback, Ribbon
Prickleback, Crisscross
Prickleback, Bluebarred
Prickleback, Whitebarred
Prickleback, Black
Prickleback, Rock

Gunnel, Penpoint
Gunnel, Rockweed
Gunnel, Longfin
Gunnel, Saddleback
Gunnel, Red
Gunnel, Kelp



445

446

447

448
449

450

451

452

453

454
455
456
457

458
459
460

461

462
463

464
465
466
467
468
469
470
471
472
473

474
475
476
477
478
479

480
481

Anarhichadidae (wolffishes)
Anarrhichthys ocellatus
Zaproridae (prowfishes)
Zaprora silenus
Scytalinidae (graveldivers)
Scytalina cerdale
Chiasmodontidae (swallowers)
Chiasmodon subniger
Kali indica
Trichodontidae (sandfishes)
Trichodon trichodon
Ammodytidae (sand lances)
Ammodytes hexapterus
Uranoscopidae (stargazers)
Kathetostoma averruncus
Blenniidae (combtooth blennies)
Hypsoblennius gentilis
Clinidae (kelp blennies)
Gibbonsia elegans
Gibbonsia metzi
Gibbonsia montereyensis
Heterostichus rostratus
Chaenopsidae (tube blennies)
Neoclinus blanchardi
Neoclinus stephensae
Neoclinus uninotatus
Icosteidae (ragfishes)
Icosteus aenigmaticus
Gobiesocidae (clingfishes)
Gobiesox maeandricus
Rimicola muscarum
Gobiidae (gobies)
Acanthogobius flavimanus
Clevelandia ios
Eucyclogobius newberryi
Gillichthys mirabilis
llypnus gilberti
Lepidogobius lepidus
Lethops connectens
Lythrypnus zebra
Rhinogobiops nicholsii
Typhlogobius californiensis
Luvaridae (louvars)
Luvarus imperialis
Sphyraenidae (barracudas)
Sphyraena argentea
Gempylidae (snake mackerels)

Lepidocybium flavobrunneum

Trichiuridae (cutlassfishes)
Aphanopus intermedius
Benthodesmus pacificus
Lepidopus fitchi

Scombridae (mackerels)

Euthynnus lineatus
Katsuwonus pelamis
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Wolf-eel
Prowfish
Graveldiver

Swallower, Black
Swallower, Shortnose

Sandfish, Pacific
Sand Lance, Pacific
Stargazer, Smooth
Blenny, Bay

Kelpfish, Spotted
Kelpfish, Striped
Kelpfish, Crevice
Kelpfish, Giant

Fringehead, Sarcastic
Fringehead, Yellowfin
Fringehead, Onespot

Ragfish

Clingfish, Northern
Clingfish, Kelp

Goby, Yellowfin
Goby, Arrow

Goby, Tidewater
Mudsucker, Longjaw
Goby, Cheekspot
Goby, Bay

Goby, Halfblind
Goby, Zebra

Goby, Blackeye
Goby, Blind

Louvar
Barracuda, Pacific

Escolar

Scabbardfish, Intermediate

Frostfish, North Pacific
Scabbardfish, Pacific

Skipjack, Black
Skipjack Tuna



482
483
484
485
486
487
488

489

490
491

492

493

494

495
496
497
498
499
500

501
502
503
504
505
506
507
508
509
510
511
512
513
514
515
516
517
518
519
520

521

522

523

Pleuronectiformes
Paralichthyidae (sand flounders)

Sarda chiliensis

Scomber japonicus
Scomberomorus concolor
Thunnus alalunga
Thunnus albacares
Thunnus obesus
Thunnus orientalis

Xiphiidae (swordfishes)

Xiphias gladius

Istiophoridae (billfishes)

Kajikia audax
Tetrapturus angustirostris

Centrolophidae (medusafishes)

Icichthys lockingtoni

Tetragonuridae (squaretails)

Tetragonurus cuvieri

Stromateidae (butterfishes)

Peprilus simillimus

Citharichthys sordidus
Citharichthys stigmaeus
Citharichthys xanthostigma
Hipploglossina stomata
Paralichthys californicus
Xystreurys liolepis

Pleuronectidae (righteye flounders)

Atheresthes evermanni
Atheresthes stomias
Clidoderma asperrimum
Embassichthys bathybius
Eopsetta jordani
Glyptocephalus zachirus
Hippoglossoides elassodon
Hippoglossus stenolepis
Isopsetta isolepis
Lepidopsetta bilineata
Lyopsetta exilis
Microstomus pacificus
Parophrys vetulus
Platichthys stellatus
Pleuronichthys coenosus
Pleuronichthys decurrens
Pleuronichthys guttulatus
Pleuronichthys verticalis
Psettichthys melanostictus
Reinhardtius hippoglossoides

Cynoglossidae (tonguefishes)

Symphurus atricaudus

Balistes polylepis

Tetraodontidae (puffers)

Lagocephalus lagocephalus
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Bonito, Pacific

Chub Mackerel, Pacific
Gulf Sierra

Albacore

Tuna, Yellowfin

Tuna, Bigeye

Tuna, Pacific Bluefin

Swordfish

Marlin, Striped
Spearfish, Shortbill

Medusafish
Squaretail, Smalleye

Pompano, Pacific

Sanddab, Pacific
Sanddab, Speckled
Sanddab, Longfin
Sole, Bigmouth
Halibut, California
Sole, Fantail

Flounder, Kamchatka
Flounder, Arrowtooth
Sole, Roughscale
Sole, Deepsea

Sole, Petrale

Sole, Rex

Sole, Flathead
Halibut, Pacific
Sole, Butter

Sole, Rock

Sole, Slender

Sole, Dover

Sole, English
Flounder, Starry
Sole, C-O0

Turbot, Curlfin
Turbot, Diamond
Turbot, Hornyhead
Sole, Sand

Halibut, Greenland

Tonguefish, California

Tetraodontiformes

Balistidae (triggerfishes)

Triggerfish, Finescale

Puffer, Oceanic



Diodontidae (porcupinefishes)

524 Diodon holocanthus Balloonfish
Molidae (molas)
525 Mola mola Sunfish, Ocean
Footnotes

1 - Common name from Hubbs, Follett, and Dempster 1979
2 - No official common name

15



Ichthyology Collections

California Academy of Sciences
http://collections.calacademy.org/ich/

Los Angeles County Museum of Natural History
http://www.nhm.org/site/research-collections/ichthyology/view-collections

Moss Landing Marine Laboratories
http://www.mlml.calstate.edu/resources/other/marine-biological-collection

Scripps Institution of Oceanography
http://collections.ucsd.edu/mv/fish/frm_search.php

Smithsonian National Museum of Natural History
http://collections.mnh.si.edu/search/fishes/

University of Washington, Burke Museum
http://biology.burkemuseum.org/ichthyology/database/search.php
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